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Minutes of the Meeting of Hythe and Dibden Parish Council

Held at The Council Chamber, The Grove, 25 St. John's St, Hythe, SO45 6BZ 
on Wednesday, 24th April, 2019 at 7.00 pm

Mrs M McLean (Chairman)
Mr E Davey (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors Councillors
Mr P Armstrong
Mr J Binns
Mr M Clark
Mrs J Fowler
Mr C Harrison

Mr G Parkes
Mr D Poole
Mr M Short
Mr A Wade
Mr M Wade

Apologies: Councillors Mr T Johnson and Cllr A McEvoy

Absent: Cllr K Crisell and Cllr B Thorne

In Attendance
Cllr B Andrews, New Forest District Council

Officers in Attendance
Stephanie Bennett, Clerk to the Council
Claire Donnelly, Minute Clerk

5 Members of the Public

285/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

Cllr Graham Parkes declared an interest in minute number 296/18 as he 
is member of the Hythe and Dibden Twinning Association. 

286/18 CRIME AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR UPDATE 

There was no update from the police. Inspector Helen Andrews was 
unable to attend due to police commitments. 

287/18 MINUTES 

The Chairman gave an update to Mr Fairhead regarding his question in 
the public forum about the three empty cottages in Jones Lane (minute 
number 267/18). The Chairman has visited the cottages with Cllr Dan 
Poole and three officers from NFDC. She confirmed that the cottages are 
uninhabitable and that NFDC hasn’t made any decisions yet about 
whether they will be renovated or demolished. Cllr Dan Poole will give a 
further update in his report.
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Cllr Chris Harrison gave an update regarding Mr Bratcher’s query at the 
public forum concerning the bins opposite Waitrose car park (minute 
number 267/18). Cllr Chris Harrison has contacted the owner of the bins 
and they are willing to change them to gull-proof bins. 

RESOLVED that 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
27th March 2019 be agreed.

288/18 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman is standing down from the council after 32 years’ service. 
She thanked councillors and officers and said that she has enjoyed 
working with them. The Chairman highlighted that several councillors are 
also standing down from the council, some after many years’ service, and 
she expressed her thanks to them.

The Chairman gave examples of how councillors have worked together 
and with the community, including supporting Hythe Pier Heritage 
Association and Waterside Cancer Support Centre. The Chairman also 
mentioned many projects and initiatives that the Council has been 
involved with including the cinema, the markets, Christmas lights, the 
Mistletoe Fayre, the Memory tree and the adult activity equipment in 
Shore Road and emphasised that there was no I in team working.

The Chairman said a special thank you to Sean Spencer, the Deputy 
Clerk, for always being there for the council. The Chairman expressed her 
thanks to Cllr Graham Parkes for his continued support. She also thanked 
her fellow councillors for their friendship, support and guidance.

The Chairman read out a letter she has received from Peter King from 
Hythe Pier Heritage Association. He sent his thanks for all the help and 
support over the last two and half years of the development of their 
organisation. 

289/18 REPORTS BY COUNTY AND DISTRICT MEMBERS 

Cllr Malcolm Wade paid tribute to the Chairman and thanked her on 
behalf of the councillors. He stated that she is the longest serving 
councillor in the council. She has served on both the district council and 
parish council and has helped so many people, too numerous to mention. 
Cllr Malcolm Wade also said that she took the role as Chairman during a 
challenging time. Cllr Malcolm Wade said that he was sorry that the 
Chairman was leaving but wished her a peaceful and restful retirement.

Cllr Peter Armstrong reported that he has been dealing with local 
enquiries, including Universal Credit queries and flooding issues. He 
continues to give help and advice to a number of local charities regarding 
sources of funds.
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Cllr Peter Armstrong attended the Hampshire Regulatory Committee 
meeting regarding Hythe Quarry. He noted that although permission has 
been granted for a grader on site, it will be a smaller machine than initially 
proposed, and HCC will implement a Noise Management Plan on site.

Cllr Peter Armstrong attended the Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Panel where it was agreed that NFDC will continue to monitor the parking 
situation in Hythe. Cllr Peter Armstrong also gave an update on a grant 
application that was received by NFDC. 

Cllr Bill Andrews thanked the council for making him welcome for the last 
four years. He has enjoyed his time in Hythe and Dibden and wished 
everyone well. 

Cllr James Binns  reported that the Arts Council have invited NFDC to 
apply for funding to promote greater involvement in art and culture within 
the local population. Up to £1.2 million could be secured by a successful 
bid.

Cllr James Binns gave an update about the former Capers Restaurant in 
Dibden Purlieu. He reported that the new owners intend to start the 
building work soon and therefore NFDC Enforcement activity will not be 
required. It is anticipated that progress will be made by the summer.

Cllr Dan Poole gave an update from NFDC regarding the three cottages in 
Jones Lane, as previously requested by Cllr Malcolm Wade. Cllr Dan 
Poole read out the following response from Grainne O’Rourke: “19, 21 
and 23 Jones Lane Hythe are a terrace of 3 small 2 bedroom “two up, two 
down” cottages, which are located in Hythe’s conservation area. 
Unfortunately, the properties suffer very significant rising damp, 
condensation and mould and all three properties had to be vacated last 
year. In their present state they are not lettable. The Council have since 
undertaken a detailed inspection of the cottages which identified very 
substantial and costly works would be required to make the properties 
habitable. Following completion of repair works, the ongoing use of the 
properties would have to be carefully managed because of the need to 
allow the properties to “breathe”,  using specialised render and paints, 
good ventilation and so forth. Moreover the properties are small, the 
internal layout includes narrow, winding steep stairs and fire safety is also 
problematic. These would be unsuitable for families with children and 
older residents. It should be noted the cottages are sited on a relatively 
large plot and so officers are presently giving consideration to redevelop 
the site as an alternative to remediation or sale. Planning will need to be 
carefully considered because the cottages are in a conservation area but 
officers believe this may produce a sympathetic replacement 
development, in-keeping with the street-scene, which could yield more 
affordable homes of better quality.”

Cllr Dan Poole emphasised the fact that tenants in the cottages needed to 
be aware that these historic properties require good ventilation. Without it, 
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they become very damp and unhealthy places to reside. Unfortunately, in 
most cases, tenants can’t afford to keep their homes warm, so open 
windows are unlikely. Cllr Poole stated that NFDC will endeavour to 
keep the council informed about their decisions regarding these 
properties. 

Cllr Alex Wade reported that he has been dealing with individual 
casework.

290/18 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

Cllr Eric Davey has represented the council on the Hythe and Dibden 
Woodland and Waterside Group, the Friends of Forest Front, and 
Waterside Heritage. He paid tribute to all the volunteers involved with 
these groups and thanked them for their contribution to the community.

291/18 PUBLIC FORUM 

There were no matters raised.

292/18 QUESTIONS 

Cllr Malcolm Wade asked Cllr Peter Armstrong if he could recall which 
councillors voted for and against the Hythe Quarry application that was 
considered by HCC.  Cllr Armstrong explained that he had not taken a 
note of that.  Cllr Malcolm Wade also ask Cllr Peter Armstrong why an 
NFDC officer did not attend to speak.  Cllr Binns explained that the NFDC 
had recommended refusal and had submitted reasons in advance of the 
meeting.  

Cllr Alex Wade asked the Chairman if he could acknowledge that Cllr 
Graham Parkes and Cllr Mike Short are stepping down from the council. 
Cllr Alex Wade thanked them and said it was a pleasure working with 
them both, especially on the Planning Committee where he has learnt so 
much from them.

293/18 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 
10th April 2019 be agreed.

294/18 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

RESOLVED that

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27th 
March 2019 be received.
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295/18 REVITALHYTHE 

Councillors received a report and presentation from the Parish 
Development Officer. 

RESOLVED that

a) The following priorities be agreed for a refreshed 
RevitalHythe Action Plan:

i) Tourism and transport
ii) Sustainability of the retail centres
iii) Facilities for young people
iv) Community wellbeing

b) The Parish Development Officer to consult further with 
the community and develop the four priorities into a draft 
refreshed action plan to be reported back to Council.

296/18 GRANTS 

Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Grants Award 
Group. 

RESOLVED that

The Council awards a grant of £107.47 to Hythe and Dibden 
Twinning Association.

297/18 ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ACCOUNTS 

Consideration was given to the Annual Report of the Council 2018 – 
2019. 

RESOLVED that

a) The Annual Report of the Council 2018–2019 is 
agreed.

b) The Community Infrastructure Levy report be 
agreed.

c) The Investment Report be agreed.

298/18 OUTTURN REPORT 

Councillors received the report from the Clerk. The Council recognised 
the difficult work that it has delivered within this outturn whilst maintaining 
a sound financial status. 
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299/18 THE GROVE MAINTENANCE 

Councillors received a report from the Clerk. Consideration was given to 
the action to be taken in respect of the decorative shutters on part of the 
rear of the building.

RESOLVED that

a) Council suspends Standing Order 18d.

b) Council appoints Primmer Olds to undertake the Project 
Management works as detailed in the report for the 
External Repairs and Redecoration of the Grove at a 
cost of £2,150 for Stages 1, 2A and 2B;

c) Council agrees in principle, provided Stage 1, 2A and 2B 
are completely to its satisfaction, to appoint Primmer 
Olds as Project Management for stages 3 and 4 at a cost 
of 8% of project value.

d) The decorative shutters on part of the rear of the building 
to be removed.

300/18 CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 

RESOLVED that

The lease to Citizens Advice Bureau to be extended for a 
period of 6 months to 31 October 2019.

301/18 CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Consideration was given to the request from the Parochial Church 
Council’s ‘Notice of Intention to apply for a closure Order’. Concerns were 
raised that the maintenance of closed churchyards can be passed to the 
local authority. 

It was noted that there may be an active vault in the churchyard and the 
council wishes to know if the family have been informed about the request 
for closure.

RESOLVED that

a) The Clerk to seek further information from the Church 
regarding the vault.

b) The matter to be brought back to Council with the 
information requested

c) Contact to be maintained with NFDC regarding the 
proposed closure.  
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302/18 FINANCE 2018-2019 

Consideration was given to the Schedule of Payments for the period 1st 
March to 31st March 2019.  

RESOLVED that

The accounts for payment as detailed totalling 
£60,282.64 (gross) be agreed.

The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm

Chairman


